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he known that it is " the very word from which the
word Grail is ultimately derived" (Loomis, Geltic Myth
and Arthurian Romance, p. 290).
Next to the vase or cup, stand in importance
the sword or dagger and the lance. Now in every re-
presentation of the M-ithra Tauroctone9fhe god carries
a short sword. And on various coins Mithxa is repre-
sented as bearing the sword or sabre and the lance (see
Cumont, op. tit. pp. 184-187). On these coins, Mithra
bears a lance in the left hand and a sword in the right.
Moreover, in the famous sculpture of Mithra, on the
Nimrud Dag, Anfciochos King of Kommagene carries
a lance lowered before the god as a sign of respect
(Sarre, Die Kuust des Alien Persien, plate 56). Since
so much stress has been laid in the present essay on
the analogies between the Holy Grail and the Royal
Glory (Hvareno), it might be added that on Bactriaa
and Indo-Scythian coins the Hvareno also is depicted
as armed with a lance (Cumont, op. cit. p. 136 ; Gard-
ner, The Parthian Coinage, p. 152, No. 29).
In his great work "Celtic Myth and Arthurian
Homance ", Prof. E. S. Loomis has contended that
the origins of the Arthurian 'Romance should be
traced back to the mystery cults of the Cabeiroi and
Curetes, of Cybele and of Demeter. And yet his
valuable work affords support at every step to out
hypothesis of the influence of Mithraism on the
Grail Cult. There are great difficulties in the way of
believing that the " myth and ritual which may have
left the shores of Samothrace and of Crete perhaps